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SOCIEDAD AGRICOLA LOS RANCHOS LmA

Dockct Clcf1(
Marketing Order Administrntion Branch
Fruit and V"8OiabJo Pr0gn¥n8
AMS, USDA
14fK} ~~dence Avenue, SW
STOP 0237
W~~in-.etl:ln. DC 202.50-0237

FAX (202) 720..8938
E-MAIL moab.do\Jkewlerk@}J8da .gov
IN1"ERNEr h1m:ff~.rewlations.Q.ov

RE: Docket No. FVO3.92~-1PR
Federal Reiister Vol.70, No. 100, Page 30001
~~ Grown in a Dcsign-.d Ma ofSQuthcastcrn C~ifornia iD1d Impot1ed
Table Grapes; Proposed Change in Re~a1ory P~riod
COMMENTS IN OpPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Doar Docket Clerk:

SOCIEDAD AGRICOLA LOS RANCHOS LillA opposes the above referenced cbanee
in the effcctive dmc of Table Grape Martcting order 92~ and the companion 1'able
Grape Import Regulation 4 1ha1 witl further restrict table gr-apes supplied from Chile.
SOC1EDAD AGRICOLA LOS RANCHOS LWA is in fue busjn~ss of e~ot1ing
Chilean agricultural commodities, and ships approximatcly FIFrY mOUSAND BOXES
of&eah table ~s to ~ U.S. duriUB the montb5 of DECEMBER THROUGH
AP Rn.. -

SOCIEDAD A<m.ICOLA LOS RANCHOS LmA concurs with, and
iI1COfPorWes ~in by reference, the detailed comments attd SUPPortillS data submiUed by
ASOEX, th; Chil~ Exponers Asso~imion. Specifically, SOCIEDAD AcmtCOLA
LOS RANCHOS LmA urgeB Ute agcncy to reject the proposed CbWJge in the regpiatory
pmod bOCBU8C :

2.

The Proposod Rule imposes mark~ing order sta1da'ds on ChiJem
supplies when no domestic varieties are available, and therefore
conrobrtes a non-tariffbmier cofJiTaly to the 1ermK orWIO Ageements
and the U.S..Chile Free Trad~ AfJ"e~ment
The Proposed R111e ~sesses ~ection fees starting April 1 wheI1 no
domt'l!tt~ mtpp\it'~ ~ b~iD$ ~o ~~ Mid tb~ yiDl~ Arti~l~ ill
and ArticleVllI orGA1T 1994.
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3.

4.

5

6.

7,

8.

The change in dIe b~ginning emC1i~ ~ of Marketing Order 9ZS and
Table Grape hnport Regulation 4 from April 20 to April! will have a
direct negmiy~ imp~ on Otn' busin~s. 30CIEDAD AGRiCOLA LOS
RANCHOS LWA ships TEN 11l0USAND BOXES offttsh table
grapes to the: U.S.n-om April! to April 20. IfdJc: Proposcd Rule should
be adopted) the estimatcd vaJue of the tabte grapcs to he excluded fi'om
shipmem is US, 100.000.-
The Proposed Rule does not contain MY evi~ce ofci~v~on by
Chilean table gripes sufficient to w~ dIe propoged ~e.
The change in ~ from April ZO-tO' Atir1l1 ~It ,,~ an artificial
~ affable ~es since there is W) other c~1al1y s~can
md ~liziJlc supply &om MY so~ oUter ~ Chile.
The Chilean gntpes SUpplied from April 1 to the earliest conunercially
8i~\1~1t. 5~lit'8 of ~ from Co~Ua Valley in Califomia meet
m~eting specifications fi'(lfll retajl chain.~ that are more Sbingent in some
reBp~ than d)e marketine ordel' requU~.
The proposed cbJUIge c~ot be validty based on a 20 year-old survey of

cold storage practices,
~ proposed chang: CiQ1 not be jtmrift~d under th~ critDria cstablisb~d by
the AMM for a change in the beginning ~fIective date ofMasiceting
Order 925 or 1be companiOt! TBble ~ Import Regulsion 4 in vi~ of
the record prices received by Coachelia Valley growers in the last two

90B9ODB.

Respoctfully submitted, / /J

SOCIEDAD AGRICOI41-

MELffON MORENO.'
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